
 

 

LOWICK PARISH COUNCIL 

 
A meeting of Lowick Parish Council was held on 17th June 2010 at 7.30 pm in the Village 

Hall. 

 

Present: SA Mather, Mrs S Graham, Ms ME Harker, Mrs MA Bell, PD Calder, JA 

Huddart, Councillor RJD Watkin and one member of the public (Mr Argo) 

 

1.  The Chairman welcomed everyone and opened the meeting 
 

2.  Apologies for absence were received from W Perks 
 

3.  Declaration of Interest - none 
 

4.  Minutes of previous meeting - these were agreed as being correct 
 

5.  Matters Arising 

� Election of Vice-chairman - PD Calder - proposed by Ms ME Harker, seconded by 

Mrs MA Bell.  PD Calder agreed to continue as Vice-chairman 

� JA Huddart reported that the Parish Council website is currently free as it has some 

advertisements, it would be £25 if the adverts were removed, it was agreed to keep the 

adverts 

� Lowick Common - information has not yet been received with regard to the cost of the  

newspaper advertisements to enter into a scheme 

� Ms ME Harker has investigated the ownership of the ditch, she has a letter but no 

confirmation of ownership.  Highways have confirmed that they do not own it. 

� Forms still awaited from the land registry with regard to registering the Common 

� JA Huddart reported that Lowick in Bloom held a meeting on the Common, initially 

they were disappointed not to be able to develop a pond but people attending the 

meeting had been positive about shrub planting.  JA Huddart had suggested to 

members of Lowick in Bloom that they attend Parish Council meetings quarterly to 

update the Parish Council. It was agreed to formally invite them to the July meeting. 
 

6.  Traffic calming on Main Street - PD Calder, Mrs MA Bell and the clerk met with Neil 

Snowdon from Northumberland County Council.  The County Council had proposed build 

outs or chicanes but after walking up both sides of the street it was decided that the 

positioning of such structures would be very difficult.  It was agreed that the 30mph road 

markings down Main Street should be repainted and that speed checks should be done at 

each end of the street. 
 

Requests were made for interactive 30mph signs and flashing lights warning of a school 

entrance.  It was agreed to see if it would be possible to share the interactive signs with 

other parishes and if they were in favour RJD Watkin would look into funding.  In 

response to the request for the school warning lights the Parish Council were informed that 

following the last speed check in 2008 the average speed of vehicles did not warrant such 

lights 
 

RJD Watkin said that trials of 20mph speed limits were being carried out in 6 areas of the 

county at present and that Lowick was one of the only villages to respond to the traffic 

calming survey. (A Fairbairn joined the meeting) 

 



 

 

7.  Finance - the clerk circulated the return for the Auditors, this was approved. 

 

8.  Matters to report on potholes, repairs/maintenance to highways/street lights etc 

Potholes at Holburn Bridge, Hetton North to Hetton Steads.  RJD Watkin said that over £3 

million worth of potholes had been repaired. He also said that there was no grass very 

cutting being done at present but he expected it would be done in the near future. 

 

9.  County Council Report - RJD Watkin reported that virtually everything was on hold at 

present while the Council awaited the budget.  Following a management review the senior 

level administration had been halved, saving around £3 million.  Mick Tully is responsible 

for grass verges/play parks in this area. 

 

JA Huddart asked if the Liberals/Conservatives were working together at local level, RJD 

Watkin replied that it was not always harmonious, eg Conservatives agreed care home 

closures and then voted against it.  JA Huddart also asked if there would be a place for 

Community Councils under the budget restrictions, not decisions have been made yet. 

 

The Northumberland News costs 8p per copy delivered to every household, half a million 

pounds is spent annually on statutory notices which are now in the Northumberland News. 

The cost of the Northumberland News is now £50,000 as there are  some major 

advertisers. 

 

10. Correspondence 

� A letter from Northumberland County Council saying that the Council budget would 

be cut a further £10 million on top of £12 million cuts already made 

� Planning Application for 3 Cheviot View has been withdrawn 

� JA Huddart to attend the Overview and Scrutiny Committee meeting, it was felt that 

the Post Office van does its job but that the level of privacy is poor 

� Review of Local Charter - JA Huddart to complete 

� Northumberland Sport - received - RJD Watkin said reconsultation was necessary 

under the new authority 

� NALC emails received 

 

11.  Any other business - JA Huddart reported that there will be a new landlord in the 

Black Bull from 17th July - he was the former head of RE at Berwick High School. 

 

A Fairbairn asked for entries into Lowick’s got Talent 

 

The clerk reported that there had been a meeting at the Playpark with a representative from 

Playdale, herself and Mandy Nesbit and the plans were awaited from Playdale.  JA 

Huddart suggested a barbeque area be included in the plans.  The final plans have to be 

submitted to the Council by 16th July for approval. 

 

12.  Date of next meeting - 15th July 2010 

 

There being no  further business the meeting closed at 9.10 pm. 

 

 

                                                                      ____________________15th July 2010 


